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Ancient Numidia

The ancient Berber kingdom of Numidia existed between 202 BC and 46 BC in what is
now Algeria and parts of modern-day Tunisia. Located in North Africa, it was bordered by
the Mediterranean Sea to the north and the Sahara Desert to the south. Its neighbors
included the Roman-ruled provinces of Mauretania to the west and Africa to the east. While

the kingdom no longer exists, its legacy lives on through archaeological evidence, including
ruins of buildings and roads.

Geographical Context

Numidia’s location made it strategically important:

e Tothe north, it had access to the Mediterranean for trade and naval power.
e To the south, the Sahara provided a natural barrier.
e Its proximity to Roman territories allowed for political and military alliances.

People and Tribes of Numidia

The Numidian people, or Numidians, were divided into two main tribal groups:

1. Masaesyli: Inhabiting the western region.
2. Massylii: Occupying the eastern region.
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These tribes played crucial roles in the Second Punic War (218-201 BC), also known as
The War Against Hannibal. Initially, their allegiances were divided:

e The Massylii, under King Gala, supported Carthage.
e The Masaesyli, under King Syphax, sided with Rome.

When Masinissa, the son of Gala, became king of Numidia, he chose to support Rome in
the conflict. His decision played a crucial role in Rome’s victory. As a reward for his loyalty,
Rome granted him control over Numidia, and he became one of Rome’s most important allies
in the region.

Massinissa (circa 240 BC — 148 BC) was the king of Numidia.
Initially allied with Carthage, he switched sides to support Rome
during the Second Punic War, playing a key role in defeating Carthage.
After the war, he unified Numidia, strengthening it through

military and agricultural reforms.
Massinissa is remembered as a skilled strategist and a key figure
in North African history.
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The Struggle for Power in Numidia

After Massinissa's death, his son Micipsa
became the king of Numidia. But when
Micipsa died in 118 BC, a fierce fight for the
throne broke out between:

e Hiempsal I and Adherbal (Micipsa’s
legitimate sons).

e Jugurtha (Micipsa’s illegitimate
grandson).

Jugurtha killed Hiempsal and started a war
against Adherbal, who asked Rome for help. Roman leaders tried to settle the conflict by
splitting Numidia:

e Jugurtha got the western part.

o Adherbal kept the rest of the land.
Even with this division, peace didn’t last. Jugurtha continued fighting for control, pulling
Rome into another war. After a long struggle, Jugurtha was captured and brought to Rome in
chains, marking the end of his rule.

Numidia Under Roman Rule

Eventually, Numidia was absorbed into the Roman Empire during the rule of Julius
Caesar. Its capital, Cirta, was later renamed Constantine after Emperor Constantine the
Great. Numidia's cities, including Skikda (Rusicada), Annaba (Hippo Regius), and Tebessa
(Theveste), bear testimony to its rich history.

Roman Influence

The Romans left a lasting impact on the region:

o Infrastructure: Roads, buildings, and settlements facilitated both military strategy and trade.

e Urban Development: Cities like Constantine and Annaba grew as key hubs of culture and
governance.
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