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The Hommadid and Zianid States:
A Glorious Chapter in Algerian History

The history of Algeria is deeply intertwined with the rise and fall of powerful
dynasties, among which the Hammadid and Zianid states stand out as remarkable
examples of cultural, political, and economic achievements. These dynasties not only
shaped the region's identity but also left a lasting legacy that continues to inspire
historians and scholars today.

The Hammadid dynasty (Arabic: yq=lall) was a
branch of the Sanhaja Berber dynasty that ruled
an area roughly corresponding to north-eastern
modern Algeria between 1008 and 1152. The state

reached its peak under Nasir ibn Alnas during

\ which it was briefly the most important state in

\ Northwest Africa.

The Hammadid dynasty, a Berber Muslim dynasty, ruled a significant portion of
present-day Algeria between 1014 and 1152 CE. It was established by Hammad ibn
Buluggin, a member of the Zirid family, who declared independence from the Zirid
dynasty. The Hammadid state is renowned for its cultural sophistication and economic
prosperity. Initially, its capital was Al-Qal'a of Bani Hammad, located in modern-day
M'Sila Province. This city, recognized as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1980,
symbolized Hammadid power, featuring grand palaces, mosques, and bustling markets.
Later, the capital moved to Béjaia, a coastal city that emerged as a major hub for trade,
learning, and culture. The Hammadids excelled in maritime trade, exporting textiles,
ceramics, and agricultural products while also developing advanced irrigation systems to
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enhance agricultural productivity. Béjaia became a renowned center of knowledge,
attracting scholars, scientists, and poets, and played a crucial role in transmitting
mathematical and astronomical knowledge to Europe. The dynasty's architectural
achievements, such as the Great Mosque of Al-Qal‘a, reflect its commitment to Islamic
art and culture. However, the Hammadid state faced internal conflicts, invasions by the
Almohads, and pressure from the Banu Hilal tribes, leading to its decline and eventual
annexation by the Almohads in 1152 CE.

The Zianid dynasty, also known as the
Abd al-Wadid dynasty, rose to prominence in
1235 CE and ruled until 1554 CE. Founded by
Yaghmurasen Ibn Zyan, this Berber Muslim
dynasty established its capital in Tlemcen, a
city in western Algeria. Tlemcen, known as
'the Pearl of the Maghreb," was celebrated for
its architectural beauty, lush gardens, and
vibrant cultural life. The Zianid state thrived
as a key player in trans-Saharan trade,
connecting Africa to Europe. Tlemcen's
strategic location enabled the Zianids to
control lucrative trade routes, exporting luxury

Zayyanid Dynasty goods such as silk and leather to

- Capture of Tunis Mediterranean  markets.  Despite  facing

B political challenges, including rivalries with

el the Marinids of Morocco and the Hafsid

dynasty of Tunisia, the Zianids maintained

their independence for over three centuries.

They were patrons of art and education,

leaving behind architectural masterpieces such
as the Great Mosque of Tlemcen. The city also became a renowned center of Andalusian
music, a cultural tradition that endures in Algeria today. The Zianid dynasty's decline
began with the Ottoman Empire's expansion into North Africa. In 1554 CE, the Ottomans
annexed Tlemcen, bringing an end to Zianid rule and integrating the region into their
empire.

Both the Hammadid and Zianid dynasties played pivotal roles in shaping
Algeria’s history. Their contributions to trade, culture, and architecture highlight the
richness of Algeria's heritage. From the grand palaces of Al-Qal’a to the bustling markets
of Tlemcen, these dynasties left an indelible mark on the region, reflecting a legacy of
resilience, innovation, and artistic achievement.

Ms. Feriel LASKR]




Université Badji Mokhtar-Annaba . /@’\.

Faculté des Sciences Humaine et des Sciences Sociale ’o/v / Ay g e laiay) o glal) A4S
Département des Sciences Humaine et des Sciences 4y 5 ar oo %
Sogale Lo laia¥) g Agla) o glal) & idia £ ia aud

Timeline of the Hammadid and Zayyanid States

Hammad ibn Bologhine is the founder of the
Hammadid dynasty, which reigned between 1014 and
1152 over the central Maghreb.

Yaghmoracen Ibn Ziane — or Yghomracen Ibn
Zyan, or Yaghmoracen lbn Zyan —,

Born in 1206 and died in March 1283, is the founder

of the Zianid dynasty in 1235. He made Tlemcen, in

Algeria, his capital. Under his reign, the kingdom of
Tlemcen extended over the central Maghreb.
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